Hannah Arendt and the Uses of History






HANNAH ARENDT AND THE USES OF HISTORY

Imperialism, Nation, Race, and Genocide

XD

Edited By
Richard H. King and Dan Stone

()
Berghabn Books

New York ® Oxford



First published in 2007 by

Berghabn Books

www.berghahnbooks.com

©2007 Richard H. King & Dan Stone

All rights reserved.
Except for the quotation of short passages
for the purposes of criticism and review, no part of this book
may be reproduced in any form or by any means, electronic or
mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or any information
storage and retrieval system now known or to be invented,

without written permission of the publisher.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

[to come]

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library
Printed in the United States on acid-free paper

ISBN-10: 1-84545-361-1 ISBN-13: 978-1-84545-361-9 hardback



CONTENTS

Introduction

Richard H. King and Dan Stone

PART I: IMPERIALISM AND COLONIALISM

CHAPTER 1
Race Power, Freedom, and the Democracy of Terror in German
Racialist Thought
Elisa von ]oeden-Forg@J

CHAPTER 2
Race Thinking and Racism in Hannah Arendt’s The Origins of Totalitarianism
Kathryn T. Gines

CHAPTER 3
When the Real Crime Began: Hannah Arendt’s The Origins of Totalitarianism
and the Dignity of the Western Phﬂosophical Tradition

Robert Bernasconi

CHAPTER 4
Race and Bureaucracy Revisited: Hannah Arendt’s Recent Reemergence
in African Studies
Christopher ]. Lee

CHAPTER 5
On Pain of Extinction: Laws of Nature and History in Darwin, Marx,
and Arendt
Tony Barta

ParT II: NATION AND RACE

CHAPTER 6
The Refractory Legacy of Algerian Decolonization: Revisiting Arendt
on Violence

Ned Curthoys

21

38

54

68

37

109



vi | Contents

CHAPTER 7
Anti-Semitism, the Bourgeoisie, and the Self-Destruction of the
Nation-State
Marcel Stoetzler

CHAPTER 8

Post-Totalitarian Elements and Eichmann’s Mentality in the Yugoslav War

and Mass Killings
Vlasta ]alusvicv

PArT III: INTELLECTUAL GENEALOGIES AND LEGACIES

CHAPTER ¢
Hannah Arendt on Totalitarianism: Moral Equivalence and Degrees of
Evil in Modern Political Violence
Richard Shorten

CHAPTER 10
Hannah Arendt, Biopolitics, and the Problem of Violence: From animal
laborans to homo sacer

André Duarte

CHAPTER 11
The “Subterranean Stream of Western History”: Arendt and Levinas
after Heidegger
Robert Eaglestone

CHAPTER 12
Hannah Arendt and the Old “New Science”
Steven Douglas Maloney

CHAPTER 13
The Holocaust and “the Human”
Dan Stone

CONCLUSION
Arendt between Past and Future
Richard H. King

Selected Bibliography

Contributors

Index

130

147

173

191

205

217

232

250

262
271
275



for our wives,

Charlotte and Hilary



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Another version of chapter 10 (Andre Duarte, "Biopolitics and the Problem of
Violence™) appears in Garrath Williams, ed., Hannab Arends: Critical Assessment of
Leading Political Philosophers (Routledge, 2007).

Parts of the Conclusion (Richard H. King, “Arendt between Past and Future™) are
taken from Wilfred M. McClay, ed,, Figures in the Carpet: Finding the Human Person in
the American Past (William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2006).



